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WHISTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  for  1925. 


The  Report  for  this  year  is  a  survey  report,  requiring  considerably  more 
information  than  has  been  necessary  for  the  ordinary  reports  of  the  last  few 
years,  and  reviewing  to  some  extent  the  work  of  the  preceding  five  years. 

The  Circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  states  that  t lie  report  should 
contain  information  in  regard  to  matters  specified  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
circular,  set  out  as  far  a-s.  possible  in  the  order  there  given,  and  accordingly 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  issued  a  form  of  summary,  somewhat 
similar  to  those  of  previous  years,  but  extended  to  meet  the  special  require¬ 
ments  for  the  1925  Survey  Report,  and  a  copy  of  this  has  already  been 
returned  to  him. 

The  Registrar-General,  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
has  again  furnished  me  with  a.  return  of  births  and  deaths  and  an  estimate  of 
the  population  for  the  year. 

Standardising  factors  for  correcting  the  Death  Rate  have  been  calculated 
for  each  Urban  and  Rural  District  with  a  population  of  10,000  or  over  at  the 
last  census,  and  the  factor  for  our  district  is  given  a  si  1.011. 

I  have  also  received  a  table  .giving  the  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  ana 
Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925  for  England  and  Wales,  105 
great  towns,  etc.,  157  smaller  towns  (population  20,000  to  50,000),  and 
London,  and  these  will  be  given  for  comparison. 

As  it  is  intended  that  a  “  Survey  Report  ”  shall  be  issued  every  five 
years,  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  of  County  Districts  for  the  past  thirty 
years  have  been  calculated  in  periods  of  five  years. 
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1.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area,  in  acres .  33,099 

Population  .  Census,  1921,  19,523.  Estimated,  1925,  20,900 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  area :  The  District  com¬ 
prises  twelve  townships  in  South-West  Lancashire.  The  ground  is 
mostly  flat  in  character.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  sub-strata 


is  red  sandstone;  in  other  parts  it  is  clay. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  . 3,616 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  .  3,694 

Rateable  value .  £196,000 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate . £678 


Social  conditions,  including  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants :  The 
inhabitants  mostly  belong  to  the  working  classes,  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  the  middle  class  in  several  townships.  The 
staple  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining,  brass  foundering, 
brick-making  and  stone  quarrying,  but  many  are  employed  outside 
the  district,  especially  at  the  Wire  Works  in  Prescot. 

The  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health :  The  coal 
miner  is  more  susceptible  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  than  those 
following  some  other  occupations. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births  in  1925  . 

Total. 

334 

Male. 

170 

Female. 

164 

Deaths  in  1925  . 

222 

111 

111 

Birth¬ 

rate 

Death- 

rate 

Death  Rate 
from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of 
Resgiratory 
System. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  i 
year  to 
i,ooo  BThs 

Mean  of  five  years — 

1895—1899  . 

26.8 

12.5 

0.63 

131 

1900—1904  . 

26.1 

12.4 

0.76 

108 

1905—1909  . 

23.9 

11.1 

0.79 

91 

1910—1914  . 

24.1 

12.7 

0.70 

102 

1915—1919  . 

21.4 

14.9 

0.98 

91 

1920—1924  . 

19.6 

10.8 

0.88 

68 

Year — 

1924  . 

15.8 

10.0 

0.68 

73 

1925  . 

15.9 

10.6* 

0.62 

71 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1925 
on  mean  of  5  years 

1920—1924  . 

-3.7 

-0.2 

-0.26 

+  3 

Previous  year  . 

+  0.1 

+  0.6 

-0.06 

-2 

*  Standardising  factor,  1.011; 

corrected 

death-rate 

=  10.7  per  1,000. 
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England  and  Wales . 

105  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns,  including  London 

157  Smaller  Towns  (1921  Adjusted 
Populations  20, ijOO— 50,000) 

London  . 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WHISTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  IN  1925. 

The  Registrar-General’s  complete  return  is  as  follows:— 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 

All  Causes .  Ill  111 

Enteric  Fever .  —  1 

Measles .  1  1 

Diphtheria .  1  1 

Influenza  .  4  5 

Encephalitis  letliargica .  —  1 

Meningococcal  meningitis .  —  1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .  8  5 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases . .  .  4  2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease .  6  14 

Diabetes .  1  — 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc .  4  8 

Heart  disease .  8  13 

Arterio-sclerosis  .  4  3 

Bronchitis .  6  10 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  14  8 

Other  respiratory  diseases .  1  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . ,  4  — 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years)  .  2  1 

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis  .  4  2 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  permature  birth  ...  9  6 

Suicide . 2  • — 

Other  deaths  from  violence  .  4  1 

Other  defined  diseases .  24  27 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

Total  .  14  10 

Illegitimate  .  1  2 

Total  Births .  170  164 

Legitimate  .  167  159 

Illegitimate .  3  5 

Population  .  20,900 

General  Register  Office, 

Somerset  House', 


London,  W.C.  2. 


March,  1926, 


The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief ;  the  extent  to  which  hospital  and  other  forms 
of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are  utilised :  Amount  distributed  during  the 
year  1925  was  £1847  13s.  6d.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  treatment  of 
infectious  cases  at  the  Sanatorium,  Whiston.  Many  cases  of  acute 
illness  and  accident  are  treated  at  Whiston  Union  Infirmary. 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy  in 
the  area  during  the  period  under  review ;  and  any  conditions  of  occupa¬ 
tion  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudical  effect  on 
health :  None. 


2.— GENERAL  PROYISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  or  available : — 

For  Smallpox :  Iron  sheds  at  Whiston. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases:  Sanatorium,  Whiston. 

Joint  or  otherwise :  Belongs  to  district,  but  cases  are  received  from 
three  other  districts  and  also  from  the  Whiston  Institution. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  district:  For  Smallpox,  20;  for  other 
Infectious  Diseases,  36. 

Is  there  any  Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  district  for — 

(a)  Tuberculosis:  Whiston  Institution. 


(b)  Maternity  Cases:  Whiston  Institution. 

(c)  Children:  Whiston  Institution. 

Give  postal  address  of  Union  Infirmary  and  any  other  Public  Institution  in 
District:  Whiston  Institution,  Whiston,  Prescot.  County  Mental 
Hospital,  Ba inhill. 


Have  any  of  the  following  been 
provided  in  your  district : — 

Institutional  provision  for  un¬ 
married  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants,  and  homeless  child¬ 
ren. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres.  Give  day  and  time 
open. 

Day  Nursery. 

School  Clinic. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Venereal  Diseases  Treatment 
Dispensary. 


Ambulance  facilities : — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. 

(b)  For  Non-Inf  ectious  and 
Accident  Cases. 


Give  name,  situation,  nature  of 
accommodation,  and  by  whom 
provided. 


Whiston  Institution. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No-. 


Motor  Ambulance  at  Whiston 

Sanatorium. 

Motor  Ambulance  at  Whiston 

Institution. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health :  Thomas-  Unsworth  Mercer. 

Salary  (including  Bonus),  as  M.O.H.,  at  31/12/25:  £215. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer  ? — Part-time. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  W.  H.  Bone.  ; 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  Inspector  at  31/12/25:  £275. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer? — Whole  time.  i 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector:  Edward  McIntyre  (Scavenging  Foreman). 
Salary  (including  Bonus)  at  31/12/25:  £182. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer  ? — Whole  time.  | 

Any  Specialised  Inspector («)  (e.g.,  Food  Inspector)  ? — No.  j 

Any  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as.  Health  Visitors  and  Special  j 
Nurses;  if  any,  give  names,  salaries,  diplomas  or  certificates  or 
qualifications,  and  any  other  public  offices  held  by  them. — None. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  home. 

Nature  of  arrangements  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  for — 

(a)  General  Nursing. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases, 
e.g.,  Measles,  etc. 

By  whom  provided. 

If  not  by  Local  Authority,  state 
financial  arrangements  and 

scheme  of  co-ordination. 

Private  Nurses  kept  in  two  town¬ 
ships. 

None. 

By  landowners  in  Speke  and 
Knowsley. 

Financial  arrangements  unknown. 

No  scheme  made. 

Is  there  a  District  Nursing  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  the  District  ? 

No. 

Has  any  local  scheme  been  pre¬ 
pared  in  regard  to  the  Supply  of 
Food  and  Milk  for  Expectant 
and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  of 
Milk  for  Infants  ? 

Milk  provided  free,  or  at  reduced 
rate  if  necessary. 

Midwives. — Is  any  midwife  em¬ 
ployed  by  or  assisted  by  the 
Local  Authority  ? 

Number  of  Midwives  on  the 
County  Council  Register, 

31/12/1925. 

Any  comments  as  to  the  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  the  midwifery  ser¬ 
vice  ? 

No. 

No.  on  Register:  10. 

No.  actually  practising:  10. 

There  is  now  a  midwife  resident  in 
Whiston,  and  the  service  appears 
to  be  sufficient  in  all  parts  of  the 
district.  ; 

Legislations  in  force — 

General  Adoptive  Acts. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  public 
health.  ; 

Infection  Diseases  (Prevention) 

Act,  1890  (operative  1890).  ; 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890  (operative  1890) . 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907  (operative  1910) . 

Mice  and  Rats  Act,  1919  (operative 
1924) . 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Nuisances 
(operative  1897). 

Particulars  as  to  co-operation  with : 
The  medical  and  ancillary  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  National  Health 
Insurance.  ; 

The  Voluntary  Hospitals.  ; 

The  Poor  Law  and  other  agencies 

No  action  has  yet  been  necessary. 

No  action  has  yet  been  necessary. 
Poor  Law  infectious  cases  are 
treated  at  the  Whiston  Sanatorium. 
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3.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


W ater  Supply — 

Source  and  quality. 

Various  mains  and  wells.  Mains 
from  deep  borings  in  red  sand¬ 
stone.  Wells  mostly  shallow. 
Quality  from  mains  mostly  good ; 
that  from  wells  doubtful. 

Constant  or  intermittent. 

Generally  constant,  but  irregular 
in  one  or  two  townships. 

Approx.  No.  of  dwelling-houses 
supplied. 

Possibilities  of  contamination  ? 

Direct,  approx.  3,000.  By  stand- 
pipe,  625. 

Many  wells  are  liable  to  contamina¬ 
tion. 

Any  liability  to  plumbo-solvent 
*  action. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ? 

No. 

Yes,  from  mains  in  Rainhill  and 
part  of  Hale,  and  from  wells  in 
dry  weather  in  outlying  districts. 

Nature  of  extensions  (if  any) 
during  the  year  ? 

800  yards  in  Rainhill  and  Holt 
Lane,  Whiston. 

Rivers  and  Streams — 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Pollution  of  Streams.  Sources 
and  nature. 

Streams  cleaned  out  by  Local 
Authority  or  by  owners. 

Many  are  polluted  by  sewage  from 
our  own  and  outside  districts, 
also  by  trade  refuse  from  outside. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Sewage  Disposal  Works,  method 
of  treatment. 

What  is  the  character  of  the 
Drainage  System  ?  Any  de¬ 
velopments  during  year  ? 

Irrigation,  with  and  without  filtra¬ 
tion. 

Filtration,  and  direct  into  River 
Mersey. 

Intercepting  traps,  air  inlets,  and 
ventilating  shafts. 

Areas,  or  Townships,  without 
proper  drainage  system. 

Action  taken — Drain  Testing, 

Flushing,  etc. 

Cron  ton,  Tarbock  and  parts  of 
others. 

Smoke  test.  Main  sewrers  flushed 
wTith  tanks. 

Closet  Accommodation  at  end  of 
1925 

Privy  Middens. — No.  of  Middens, 
1,630.  No.  of  Closets,  attached  to 
these  Middens,  2,271.  No.  of  Pail 
Closets,  372.  No.  of  Dry  Ashpits 
(excluding  Middens)  720.  No.  of 
Fresh  Water  Closets,  1,220.  No. 
of  Waste  Water  Closets,  18.  No. 
of  Movable  Ashbins  for  refuse, 
858. 

id 


Conversions : — 

No.  of  Privy  Closets — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s 

To  Waste  W.C.’s 

To  Pails,  &c. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s 

To  Waste  W.C.’s 

No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s — 

To  Fresh  W.C.’s 

No.  of  houses  at  which  Movable 
Ashbins  have  been  substituted 
for  fixed  receptacles. 

Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the 
present  time  for  abolishing  privy 
middens  and  pail  closets  ? 

Does  the  Council  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  conversion  ? 

If  so,  how  much  ? 

What  kind  of  closet  accommodation 
is  being  provided  for  new 
property  ? 

During  Year  During  Five  years, 
1925  1921—1925. 

42  119 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  6 

Nil  3 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

62  139 

Yes.  A  scheme  is  in  operation  for 
the  conversion  of  privy  middens 
to  the  water  carriage  system 
where  possible. 

Yes. 

Half. 

Fresh  W.C.’s. 

Scavenging. — Character  and  effici- 

Scavenging  is  now  carried  on 

ency  for  Scavenging  and  Removal 

fairly  well  in  those  townships 

andDisposal  of  House  Refuse  for 

where  it  is  performed  by  con- 

whole  of  district. 

tract,  but  some  form  of  destructor 
is  needed.  Where  it  is  left  to 
the  occupiers  it  is  not  as  satis¬ 
factory. 

By  contract  and  occupiers. 

How  performed  (state  whether  by 

Sanitary  Authority,  Contract,  or 
Occupiers  of  Houses)  ? 

Are  Motor  Vehicles  used  ? 

No. 

If  Privy  Middens  exist,  are  they 

Chiefly  by  day. 

emptied  by  day  or  night  ? 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? 

Tips  used  for  dry  ashes.  Privy 
contents  to  farmers. 

Has  a  Destructor  been  provided  ? 

No. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  1925 — 

No.  of  premises  visited. 

300. 

Defects  or  nuisances. 

No.  discovered  225.  No.  abated  221 

No.  of  Notices  served. 

Informal,  200.  Statutory,  6. 

Legal  proceedings. 

None. 

Smoke  Nuisance. 

Any  special  action  taken  with  re¬ 
gard  to  smoke  abatement  ? — In 
two  instances  the  attention  of 
owners  has  been  called  to  the 
excessive  discharge  of  smoke. 

No.  of  observations:  Ten.  | 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  and 
result :  None. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed 
for  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
per  hour  ? — None  fixed. 

il 


Offensive  Trades. 


What  is  the  condition  of  Work¬ 
shops  and  Workplaces  ? 

Common  Lodging-houses. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Schools — 

Sanitary  Condition. 


Water  supply,  &c. 
Canal  Boats. 


No.:  1.  Character:  Fat  Extractor. 

Action  taken  or  needed :  Inspected 
periodically. 

Fair. 

None. 

Action  taken  or  needed:  None. 

Generally  fair,  but  one  or  two 
rather  bad.  A  great  improve¬ 
ment  ha.s  been  made  in  the  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  two  schools 
during  the  year. 

Several  without  water  supply  for 
urinals. 

No.  inspected :  None. 


i. — HOUSING. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  AND  CONCLUSIONS. 

(I.)  General  Housing  conditions  in  the  area: — 

(1)  General  Housing  conditions:  Generally  fair,  but  many  of  the 
older  houses  are  damp  and  some  dilapidated. 

(“2)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses :  There  is  no  excess 

anywhere,  but  a  shortage  in  the  more  urban  parts  of  the 
district. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage: 
By  granting  of  subsidy  and  acting  as  guarantor  to  building 
societies. 

(3)  Information  as  to  any  important  changes  in  population  during 
the  period  under  review  or  anticipated  in  the  future :  Mining 
operations  in  the  district  have  caused  a  considerable  increase 
in  last  five  years,  and  is  likely  to  continue  to  do  so. 


(II.) 


Overcrowding  :- 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 


(4) 


overcrowding 


in  the  more 


Extent :  There  is  considerable 
populous  parts  of  the  district. 

Causes:  Shortage  of  working-class  dwellings. 

Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for  dealing  with  over¬ 
crowding  :  Mine-owners  are  building  houses  for  their 
employees. 

Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  1925,  and 
action  taken:  Nine  persons  in  one  house  of  two  rooms;  another 
house  found.  One  family  living  in  a  stable  and  two  other 
persons  in  a  sliippon ;  houses  found. 

(III.)  Fitness  of  houses: — 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  area :  Generally  fair 

but  many  of  the  old  houses  are  very  damp  and ’  some 
dilapidated. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit 
houses:  Dampness  in  old  houses  due  to  lack  of  damp  courses, 
and  in  some  instances  perished  brickwork  and  stonework. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  lack  of  proper  management 
and  supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or  neglect  by 
tenants  :  Most  defects  are  due  to  lack  of  proper  management 
und  supervision  by  owners. 
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(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under — ■ 

(a)  The  Public  Healh  Acts:  Formal  notices  usually  sent. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts :  Formal  notices  usually  sent. 

(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness,  either  under  the  ■ 

Public  Health  Acts  or  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925 :  There  is  often  considerable  delay  in  getting  the 
necessary  work  accomplished. 

Special  measure  taken  or  suggested : — 

(a)  Any  special  action  to  secure  improved  management  of 
property  by  owners :  None. 

(b)  Better  care  of  property  by  tenants :  None. 

(c)  The  gradual  carrying  out  of  repairs  according  to  agreed 
arrangements:  No  special  action. 

(d)  Any  special  method  of  dealing  with  unfit  back-to-back 
houses,  or  other  types  of  insanitary  property:  In  one  lot  of 
back-to-back  houses  it  is  proposed  to  break  through,  making 
two  houses  into  one  in  each  case. 

(4)  Conditions  so  far  as  they  affect  houses,  as  regards: — 

(a)  Water  supply:  The  supply  in  some  districts  is  insufficient, 
and  some  outlying  places  depend  on  wells  for  their  supply. 

(b)  Closet  accommodation :  Many  privies  still  exist,  and  some 

of  these  are  in  very  bad  condition. 

(c)  Refuse  disposal :  Suggestions  to  property  owners  to  make 
change  from  dry  ashpits  to  sanitary  bins  have  met  with 
success. 

(d)  Measures  taken  during  1925  as  regard  (a) ,  (b) ,  and  (c)  : 
There  has  been  an  extension  of  water  mains,  and  efforts  have 
been  made  to  improve  supply.  Some  conversions  of  privy 
middens  have  taken  place. 

(IV.)  U nhealthy  areas  : — 

Information  as  to  complaints  received  or  representations  made  and 
action  taken,  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas:  No  representations 
have  been  made  during  the  year.  Two  areas,  previously  con¬ 
demned,  still  exist,  owing  to  shortage  of  houses. 

•)  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to  tents, 
vans,  sheds,  &c. : — 

(1)  As  to  working  of  existing  bye-laws :  Some  wooden  erections 

are  allowed  to  be  used  as  houses  for  a  term  of  five  years, 
and  if  still  in  good  condition,  term  is  ren ewed . 

(2)  As  to  need  for  new  bye-laws  or  revision  of  existing  bye-laws  : 

Does  not  appear  to  be  necessary. 

(VI.)  General  and  Miscellaneous: — 

Generally,  an  account  of  any  action  bearing  on  the  public  health, 
not  covered  by  the  above  particulars,  which  has  been  taken 
during  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority  in  connection  with 
overcrowding,  (insanitary  property,  and  housing,  whether 
under  the  Housing  Acts  or  the  Public  Health  Acts,  including 
any  action  taken  by  the  Authority  to  provide  information  as  to 
the  proper  use  of  household  fittings  (e.g.,  sinks,  water-closets, 
&c.)  and  the  disposal  of  household  refuse  so  far  as  possible 
by  burning:  No  special  action. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  .  82 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts— 


(1)  By  the  Local  Authority .  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons .  62 


No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s  building  scheme :  Nil 

Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  housing  accommodation : 
Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1925 — 

(a)  By  Loans? — No.  Number :Nil.  Amount  of  Loans:  Nil. 

(b)  By  subsidy? — Yes.  Number:  68.  Amount  of  subsidies: 
£6,775. 

Unfit  Dwelling-Houses — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  92 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  47 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  he  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  4 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (  exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

(3)  )  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  26 

Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
formal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  22 


Action  Under  Statutory  Powers — - 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  .  15 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners .  15 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . Nil 
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B — -^Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  4 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices :  ? 

(a)  By  owners  .  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925— 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders .  1 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inrespect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  .  1 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  j 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit .  Nil 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made . 1 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  (Wooden  Erection)  .  1  i 

D — No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners,  or  converted  to 

workshops,  etc . Nil 

*  Defers  only  to  action  taken  in  reference  to  housing  defects. 
Notices,  with  regard  to  drainage  and  other  defects  should  be 
included  under  Sanitary  Inspections. 
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3.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. — Observations  on — 

(1)  The  wholesomeness  of  the 
milk  produced  within  or 
brought  into  the  district. 

(2)  The  general  adequacy  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  supply 
and  distribution  of  milk  of 
pure  and  wholesome  charac¬ 
ter. 

(3)  The  administration  of  The 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolida¬ 
tion)  Act,  1915,  The  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act,  1922,  and  The  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Orders. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

Order,  1923- 

No.  of  Dealers’  licences  issued 
during  1925  in  respect  of : 


No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect 
of  “  Pasteurised  ”  Milk: 

Types  of  appartus  licensed  for  the 
Pasteurisation  of  milk. 

Any  refusal  or  revocation  of  regis¬ 
tration  of  retailers  or  of  licences 
for  graded  milk,  with  reasons  for 
the  refusal  or  revocation. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — 
Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? 

Give  date  of  the  Regulations  made 
under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B. 
Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic 
feet  required  for  each  cow. 


Cowkeepers. 


Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk 
(other  than  Cowkeepers) . 

Any  arrangements  for  veterinary 
inspection  of  dairy  cows  ?  Give 
particulars. 


Generally  satisfactory. 


Adequate. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies  inspected 
periodically.  Twenty  notices  to 
cleanse  and  limewash  shippons 
were  served  during  the  year. 


No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect 
of  “Pasteurised”  Milk: 
“Certified”  Milk:  None.  “Grade 
A  ”  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk: 
None.  “Grade  A”  Milk:  None. 

Pasteurising  Plants:  None.  Retail 
Distributors:  Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Yes. 

What  is  their  condition  ? — Fair. 

November  1st,  1907. 

Are  they  enforced  ? — Not  strictly. 

(a)  Where  cows  are  habitually 
grazed,  600. 

(b)  Where  cows  are  not  habitually 
grazed,  600. 

Total  No.  of  Cowkeepers,  185.  No. 
on  Register,  185.  No.  of  In¬ 
spections  during  year,  189. 

Total  No.  of  Dairymen  or  Milk 
Purveyors  (other  than  Cow¬ 
keepers),  4.  No.  on  Register,  4. 

Y'eterinary  Surgeon  called  in  to 
examine  any  cow  suspected  of 
being  tuberculous,  or  otherwise 
ailing. 
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Action  taken  as  to — 

(1)  Tuberculous  Milk. 

(2)  Tuberculous  Cattle. 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  obtained 
during  1925  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Eesults  of  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion. 

Samples  taken  if  suspected. 
Notification  of  animals  suspected 
sent  to  County  Authority. 

Animals  destroyed :  4  milch  cows. 
Two. 

Both  negative. 

Meat. — Observations  on — 

(1)  Meat  inspection  (including 

No  difficulty  has  been  encountered 

arrangements  for  inspection 

with  regard  to  notice  of  intention 

at  the  time  of  slaughter  and 

to  slaughter  not  being  complied 

for  marking  under  the 

with  by  butchers.  Condemned 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regu- 

meat  is  destroyed  by  burial  in 

lations,  1924;  disease  in  meat 
and  arrangements  for  dis¬ 
posal  of  condemned  meat. 

lime. 

(3)  Administration  of  the  Public 

Regulations  generally  adopted  as 

Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  as  regards  stalls, 
shops,  stores  and  vehicles. 

regards  shops. 

(3)  Has  a  public  slaughter-house 
been  provided  ? 

Private  slaughter-houses : — 

No. 

No.  registered 

In  1920,  2.  In  January,  1925,  3. 

In  December,  1925,  3. 

No.  licensed 

Other  Foods : — 

In  1920,  2,  In  January,  1925,  3. 

In  December,  1925,  3. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  places 

Inspected  from  time  to  time  by 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  M.O.H. 

where  food  is  prepared. 

Bakehouses. 

Number,  6.  Condition:  Good. 

Amount  of  food  condemned  or 
surrendered  during  1925  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

800  lbs.  s 

(a)  Tuberculous  carcases  and 
parts. 

One  carcase. 

(b)  Diseased,  unsound,  or  un¬ 
wholesome  meat  (other 
than  above) 

One  carcase. 

(c)  Other  foodstuffs. 

Nil. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings,  and 
result. 

Nil. 

Food  poisoning.  Action  taken  (if 
any) . 

Action  taken  by  Local  Authority 
(if  any)  in  respect  of — 

Nil. 

(1)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts. 

Nil. 

(2)  Condensed  Milk  Regs., 
1923. 

Nil. 

(3)  Dried  Milk  Regs.,  1923. 

Nil. 

(4)  Milk  and  Cream  Regs., 

Nil. 

1912—17. 
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6.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OYER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

Note. — The  Ministry  of  Health  state  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  during  the  period  since  1020  should  be  reviewed,  and  noteworthy 
facts  as  to  the  source  or  spread  of  infection  should  be  recorded :  Scarlet 
Fever  lias  been  the  most  prevalent  of  the  notifiable  diseases,  350  cases 
having  been  notified  in  the  last  five  years,  the  largest  numbers  being 
in  1922  (100  cases)  and  in  1925  (103  cases).  In  several  instances 
unrecognised  cases  were  found  attending  school,  while  in  an  infectious 
state. 


127  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified  in  the  five  years,  but 

quite  a  number  of  these  have  been  other  forms  of  sore  throat.  The 

Tuberculosis  notifications  are  misleading,  as  the  majority  are  from 
Public  Institutions  and  are  of  persons  admitted  from  outside  districts. 

Diphtheria  Anti- Toxin. — Notes  on  the  supply  and  prompt  use:  A  supply  is 
always  kept.  Cases  removed  to  hospital  are  injected  on  admission. 

For  those  kept  at  home  the  medical  attendant  is  supplied  free  on 
application,  or  a  nurse  is  sent  from  the  hospital  if  requested. 

Is  a  supply  kept  within  the  district? — Yes. 

If  so,  where? — At  the  Sanatorium,  Whiston,  and  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Any  special  occurrence. — Five  cases  have  been 
notified  during  the  last  five  years ;  two  from  Eccleston ;  two  from 

Whiston  and  one  from  Halewood.  None  appeared  to  have  any  con¬ 
nection  with  any  other  known  case. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Discovery  of  ”  return  ”  cases:  There  have  been  few  return 
cases. 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever. — Experience  in  regard  to 
these  diseases:  No  cases  of  Malaria  or  Trench  Fever  have  been  notified. 
Dysentery  has  only  been  prevalent  amongst  the  inmates  of  the  Rainhill 
County  Mental  Hospital.  More  than  half  the  cases  of  Pneumonia  were 
from  the  same  Institution. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  .Examinations. — Arrangements:  Sent  to 
Research  Laboratories,  Runcorn. 

No.  of  specimens  examined  in  1925:  Blood,  none;  Sputum,  none; 
Throat  swabs,  2;  Swabs  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  none; 
others,  none. 
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Action  taken  in  regard  to  (a)  Contacts,  (b)  Return  Cases,  (c)  Carrier  cases: 
None  required. 

Has  any  use  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schieck  and  Dick  tests 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  or  of  the  recently  de¬ 
veloped  artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  these  diseases? — No. 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. — No.  of  vaccinations 
performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  (a)  Primary:  None;  (b) 
Re- vaccinations :  None. 

Number  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  during  1925  for — 

Measles:  1.  Influenza:  2. 

Number  of  Reports  made  during  1925  under  Section  14  (4)  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1922:  3.  Subjects  of  Reports:  School  closure. 

Influenza.— Observations  in  any  special  inquiries  undertaken  in  connection 
with  epidemics :  Two  schools  were  closed  for  three  weeks  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  did  not 
present  the  characteristics  observed  in  the  epidemics  of  1918  and  1919. 

Plas  any  special  attention  been  given  to  (a)  Cancer,  (b)  locally  contracted 
Anthrax,  and  (c)  Rabies? — No. 

Disinfection : — 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  during  1925:  113. 

Method  (state  disinfectant  used)  Fumigation;  S.O.  2. 

Are  houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Phthisis? — Yes.  (b)  Measles? — Only 

on  request. 

fOpparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  otherwise)  :  Steam. 
Number  of  Articles  disinfected:  2,932. 

Where  is  Apparatus  situated? — At  Sanatorium,  Whiston. 

1 1f  Apparatus  at  Hospital  is  available,  is.  it  used  for  the 
disinfection  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  of  Patients  not 
removed  to  the  Hospital  ? — Yes. 

Any  arrangement  for  bathing  verminous,  &c.,  persons? — Done  when 
necessary  at  Whiston  Institution,  and  premises  stoved. 

In  how  many  instances  has  disinfestation  been  carried  out  ? — None 
during  last  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Oases  and  Mortality  during  1925. f 


Age- 


-Perkxl 


is. 


*New  Ca-ses. 
Pulm  on  ary .  N on-Pulmona ry . 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Years. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

• — 

— 

...  — 

— 

...  — 

• — 

...  • — - 

• — 

1—5 

K  1 A 

— 

1 

...  1 

Q 

1 

A 

...  • — 

— 

...  1 

1 

0 - 1U 

10—15 

2 

1 

...  O 

...  1 

'± 

l 

— 

, — . 

- - 

. — 

15—20 

2 

2 

. .  .  • - 

1 

...  - - 

■ — 

...  1 

— 

20—25 

6 

1 

.  .  .  - - 

1 

...  1 

— 

...  — 

— 

25—35 

10 

10 

...  3 

1 

...  3 

2 

...  1 

• — 

35—45 

9 

10 

2 

...  4 

■ — 

...  • — 

■ — 

45—55 

8 

9 

. . .  • — 

1 

...  — 

3 

...  • — 

1 

55—65 

7 

2 

...  i 

2 

...  — 

■ — 

...  1 

• — 

65  and 

upwards... 

1 

3 

...  — 

■ — 

...  — 

- — 

...  — 

— 

Totals  ... 

45 

39 

...  9 

14 

...  8 

5 

...  4 

2 

84 


23 
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+A11  primary  notifications  should  be  included,  and  also  any  other  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  the  year. 

fWhat  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  death  to  total  tuberculosis 
deaths  ? — Pour-nineteenths.  Three  out  of  the  four  were  notified  after 

death  by  the  Central  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  district  efficient? — • 
Not  entirely. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  ? — 
No.  Enquiries  are  made  by  the  Central  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  cases 
of  death  not  previously  notified. 

Is  there  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from,  tuberculosis 
in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district  • — No. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Any  action  taken  under  these  Regulations  (Articles  3,  5,  6,  7,)  relating  to 
tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  ? — No. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 


Any  action  taken  under  this  Section  ? — No. 


Cases 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

• 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Number 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Notable’  Sanitary  Improvements 
during  1925. 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of 
District. 


Conversions  in  Clock  Face  district. 
Extensions  of  water  mains  in  Rain- 
hill  and  Whiston. 

Conversions.  More  houses. 
Extension  of  water  mains  and 
better  supply  in  two  districts. 
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Conditions  in  Various  Townships. 


BOLD. 

The  greater  part  of  the  township  is  mainly  agricultural,  but  the  Clock 
Face  area  is  a  thickly  populated  mining  area,  many  of  the  houses  belonging 
to  the  local  colliery  company.  These  are  in  good  condition,  and  well  looked 
after  by  the  owners,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  overcrowding  in  them.  Other 
houses  in  this  part  belong  to  various  owners,  many  having  privy  middens 
whch  are  unsatisfactory.  A  considerable  number  of  conversions  have  been 
made  into  W.C.’s  during  the  last  year  and  others  are  in  contemplation. 

In  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  township  many  of  the  cottages  are  old 
and  somewhat  dilapidated,  and  most  are  provided  with  privies  of  old-fashioned 
type  and  insanitary. 

The  greater  part  of  the  township  is  provided  with  water  from  the 
Widnes  and  Warrington  Corporation  mains,  but  there  still  remain  some 
shallow  wells  which  are  liable  to  contamination. 

The  Clock  Face  area  is  sewered,  the  sewage  being  treated  by  filters, 
and  scavenging  is  done  by  contract. 


CRONTON. 

Mainly  agricultural.  A  few  laundries  and  workshops  exist,  but  not 
so  many  as  formerly.  At  one  time  there  were  a  number  of  tool-makers 
in  the  district,  but  the  industry  is  gradually  dying  out.  There  is  no  proper 
sewer  in  the  township,  and  most  of  the  streams,  are  polluted  with  sewage. 
Scavenging  is  done  by  contract.  Water  is  obtained  from  the  Widnes  Cor 
poration  mains  and  there  is  no  deficiency. 
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ECCLESTON. 

A  large  township,  partly  agricultural  and  partly  residential,  this  portion 
gradually  extending,  chiefly  in  the  Eccleston  Park  and  Kiln  Lane  areas. 
Scavenging  is  done  by  contract,  and  the  district  is  sewered,  the  sewer  joining 
that  of  Whiston,  and  the  sewage  treated  at  the  Whistou  Sewage  Farm  by 
irrigation  and  filtration.  A  portion  also  enters  St.  Helens  sewers.  There  is 
some  overcrowding  in  the  small  houses  near  the  Lane  Ends,  but  not  to 
a  large  extent.  The  township  is  supplied  by  water  from  the  St.  Helens  and 
Liverpool  mains  and  from  wells  which  are  mostly  liable  to  contamination. 


HALE. 

A  small  township  almost  entirely  agricultural.  Scavenging  is  done  by 
occupiers.  The  village  is  sewered,  but  few  W.C.’s  exist,  nearly  all  the 
cottages  being  supplied  with  privy  middens  of  old  type  and  bady  constructed. 
The  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Widnes  Corporation  mains,  but 
there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  Hale  Heath  portion,  which  is  only  supplied  by  a 
l|in.  pipe,  which  is  corroded.  Steps  are  being  taken  at  present  to  remedy 
this  deficiency. 


HALEWOOD. 

The  township  is  partly  agricultural  and  partly  residential,  the  latter 
on  the  increase.  The  district  is  only  partly  sewered,  the  sewage  being  carried 
into  a  tributary  of  the  River  Mersey.  Scavenging  is  done  by  contract.  The 
district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Liverpool  and  Widnes  mains,  and 
there  are  also  a.  few  wells,  which  are  liable  to  contamination.  There  is  very 
little,  if  any,  overcrowding  in  the  area.  Some  of  the  houses  in  the  Halebank 
Load  portion  are  old  and  dilapidated,  and  some  of  the  privy  middens  are  in 
a  bad  state. 


KIRKBY. 

This  district,  also,  is  partial  agriculturnal  ana  partly  residential,  the 
latter  in  the  Kirkby  Park  area  being  the  only  portion  that  is  sewered,  and 
the  sewer  is  out  of  date  and  inefficient.  The  township  is  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Liverpool  and  St.  Helens  mains  and  from  wells,  most  of  which  are 
liable  to  contamination.  This  is  the  only  township  in  the  district  where  a 
canal  passes  through  and  this  is  only  for  a  short  stretch,  so  that  no  canal 
boats  are  inspected.  Kecent  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  elementary 
school  in  this  township.  Little  or  no  overcrowding.  Scavenginfr  is  done 
by  occupiers. 


KNOWSLEY. 


Mostly  agricultural,  but  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  on  the 
Knows  ley  Hall  estate.  The  district  is  only  partly  sewered,  the  sewage 
discharging  into  the  River  Alt.  The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  occupiers 
or  owner.  The  area  is  supplied  with  Liverpool  and  St.  Helens  water,  and 
some  wells.  There  is  no  overcrowding,  and  the  houses  are  in  a  good  state 
of  preservation. 


RAINHILL. 

This  district  is  mostly  industrial  and  residential.  There  is  a  house 
shortage  in  the  industrial  parts,  wdiere  there  is  some  overcrowding,  and  some 
of  the  houses  are  old  and  insanitary,  a  number  being  of  the  back-to-back 
tj'pe,  which  were  condemned  some  years  ago.  A  considerable  number  of 
working-class  dwellings  have  recently  been  erected,  and  others  are  being  built 
by  a  local  colliery  company  for  the  accommodation  of  their  own  employees. 
Scavenging  is  done  by  contract,  and  the  district  is  sewered,  the  sewage  being 
treated  by  broad  irrigation  at  a  sewage  farm.  Water  is  provided,  by  a  local 
company,  but  there  is  a  considerable  deficiency,  and  it  is  intended,  as  soon 
as  arrangements  can  be  made,  to  obtain  a  supply  from  the  Liverpool  mains 
which  pass  through  the  township.  Many  privy  middens  still  exist  in  the 
township,  and  only  a  few  conversions  have  been  made  recently. 


SPEKE. 

Almost  entirely  agricultural.  There  is  no  shortage  of  houses  and  no 
overcrowding,  the  population  being  considerably  less  at  the  last,  census  than 
in  1911.  Some  of  the  houses  are  very  old  and  somewhat  dilapidated. 
Scavenging  is  done  by  the  occupiers.  The  district  is  partly  sewered,  the 
sewage  discharging  into  the  River  Mersey.  Water  is  obtained  from  the 
Liverpool  mains  and  some  wells. 


TARBOCK. 

Almost  entirely  agricultural.  There  is  little  or  no  shortage  of  houses 
or  overcrowding.  Scavenging  is,  done  by  occupiers  and  there  is  no  sewer. 
The  district  is  mainly  supplied  with  water  from  the  Widnes  and  Liverpool 
mains.  Some  of  the  privy  middens  are  of  the  old  type,  badly  constructed 
and  dilapidated, 
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WHISTON. 

The  district  is  mostly  industrial  in  character,  many  of  the  inhabitants 
being  employed  in  the  mines.  There  is  a  shortage  of  houses  and  some 
overcrowding.  Many  of  the  houses,  are  old  and  in  a  bad  state.  There  are 
a  large  number  of  pail  closets  iin  the  township,  and  also  a  considerable 
number  of  privy  middens,  most  of  which  are  in  a  poor  state.  The  district 
is  sewered,  the  sewage  being  treated  along  with  that  from  Eccleston  by 
irrigation  and  filtration.  Scavenging  is  done  by  contract,  but  is  not  very 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  area  is  now  supplied  with  water  from  the  Liverpool  mains,  and 
the  supply  is  quite  satisfactory.  Formerly,  the  township  was  supplied  from 
a  local  pumping  station,  and  there  were  many  complaints. 


WINDLE. 

This  township  is  mainly  agricultural,  but  is  becoming  more  residential 
in  character,  a  good  number  of  better  class  houses  having  been  erected  in  the 
last  five  years.  The  district  is  only  partly  sewered .  The  water  supply  is 
from  the  St.  Helens  mains  and  from  wells.  There  is  little  or  no  over¬ 
crowding.  Scavenging  is  done  mainly  by  contract,  and  in  the  outlying  parts 
by  occupiers. 


THOMAS  U.  MERCER,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 
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